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Music development plan summary: 
Birchwood Primary School 

Overview 

Detail Information 

Academic year that this summary covers 2026-2027 

Date this summary was published  

Date this summary will be reviewed September 2027 

Name of the school music lead Laura Scotchmer and Laura Fiu 

Name of school leadership team member with 
responsibility for music  

Laura Scotchmer 

Name of local music hub  Warwickshire 

Name of other music education organisation(s) 
(if partnership in place)  

Sing Up 

 

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across 

three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and 

what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and 

parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our 

pupils’ music education.  

Part A: Curriculum music 

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and 

any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve. 

Throughout the curriculum, we revisit singing, listening, composing, and musicianship. 

Lessons are taught 'little and often' to allow skills and knowledge to become embedded 

as children progress through school. Reception children have music lessons for 20 

minutes each week, while children in Year 1 to Year 6 are taught music for 40 minutes 

each week. 

Learning is sequenced to build substantive knowledge, disciplinary knowledge, and 

vocabulary. Throughout the units of work, teachers encourage children to make links 

between past learning and new content. We recognise prior learning and build on it 

with memorable learning experiences, providing targeted support where necessary. 

The units address the requirements of the National Curriculum and all elements of the 

Model Music Curriculum. 
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Music at Birchwood is taught with the support of the ‘Sing Up’ curriculum. We have 

chosen this curriculum as it provides our teachers with engaging units of work linked to 

a range of composers, musical styles, and instruments. There is also clear professional 

development for each unit, ensuring that teachers are equipped with the knowledge 

and skills needed to effectively deliver lessons. The units have been carefully chosen 

to make the curriculum bespoke for Birchwood children. The selection of units ensures 

that key knowledge is revisited and a broad range of musical styles are studied. We 

have also opted for the children to learn percussion instruments for a whole term every 

year from Year 2 upwards. This will allow them to revisit prior learning, establish 

connections with new learning, and have significant time to develop skills on tuned 

percussion instruments. We believe that the ‘Sing Up’ curriculum, with units specifically 

chosen for our school, allows us to deliver an engaging and memorable curriculum. We 

employ a specialist music teacher who works for Warwickshire Music Service. This 

member of staff delivers much of the Key Stage 2 curriculum, particularly whole-class 

percussion lessons, and also offers professional development to other staff members. 

Each unit of music develops knowledge and skills in singing, listening and responding, 

performing and evaluating, and composing and improvising. These elements are 

woven into the curriculum, and key knowledge and skills are revisited year on year to 

build upon prior learning. Children learn basic notation and a variety of ways to record 

their compositions. Composing, improvising, and learning to perform on various 

instruments are embedded within the learning experience. 

Disabled pupils and pupils with special educational needs (SEND) are supported 

through adaptive teaching strategies. This approach is used throughout our curriculum 

to ensure that all pupils can access their learning. 

To read in more detail about the music curriculum at Birchwood Primary School, please 

visit our music curriculum page: 

https://www.birchwoodprimaryschool.com/web/music/596538 

Part B: Co-curricular music 

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, 

including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music 

beyond the core curriculum. 

At Birchwood Primary School, we currently offer individual and group peripatetic music 

lessons for guitar, piano and keyboard. Specialist teachers from the Warwickshire 

Music Service visit the school and deliver lessons in our dedicated music practice 

room. Children often work towards graded exams as they progress with their learning. 

Instruments are available for loan to support practice at home. Lessons are subsidised 

for all pupils, with additional subsidies for children eligible for pupil premium. 

https://www.birchwoodprimaryschool.com/web/music/596538
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Opportunities to participate in workshops and ensembles through the Warwickshire 

Music Service are advertised to pupils and parents in our school newsletter, ‘The 

Birchwood Bugle’.  

Throughout the year, children in KS2 can attend the Musical Theatre Club, where they 

perform a musical for the whole school and their parents and carers in the summer 

term.  There is a range of other clubs such as choir and ‘playtastic’ available a various 

points in the year.  

The summer term features our ‘Musical Showcase’, where children who have received 

additional music lessons and from our musical clubs perform for their parents. Children 

who receive instrumental tuition outside of school or who express a keen interest in 

music during lessons are also welcome to perform. 

The school has a dedicated music practice room for rehearsals, and the school halls 

are used for larger ensemble practices. Each Friday, children spend 30 minutes 

engaging in Birchwood Additional School Experiences (BASE). During this time, a 

variety of opportunities to learn new skills are available to pupils. Children can choose 

from a wide range of activities, including musical options such as recorders, boom 

whackers, singing, keyboard, and broadcasting on our school radio station, ‘Birchwood 

Beats’. 

Each year group participates in its own class assembly once a year, providing the 

opportunity to perform for the whole school as well as for parents and carers. Year 

groups often include elements from their music curriculum in their performances. 

Year 6 children perform in their Leavers Show, a musical production that provides 

opportunities for both solo and ensemble performances. Recent productions have 

included High School Musical, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory and School of Rock. 

Part C: Musical experiences 

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as 

singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts. 

Each week, children in Reception and Key Stage 1 (KS1) and Key Stage 2 (KS2) takes 

part in a weekly singing assembly. All children also watch a musical pantomime every 

other year.  This is provided free of charge for pupils and is performed by professionals 

who visit the school. 

Staff from the Warwickshire Music Service visit to provide a musical concert that 

includes singing and instrumental performances. Additionally, there will be visits from 

ensembles such as string quartets and brass bands, again facilitated by the 

Warwickshire Music Service at no cost to pupils. 
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Children have numerous opportunities to perform themselves in class assemblies, 

choir performances, musical theatre club performances, and the Musical Showcase. 

In the future 

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years. 

At Birchwood Primary, we are dedicated to continually improving and enhancing our 

curriculum to ensure that children have rich opportunities and memorable experiences. 

In the coming years, we plan to implement further enhancements in curricular music, 

co-curricular music, and musical experiences to support children in developing lifelong 

skills and knowledge in music. 

• Develop the range and complexity of songs known by the children by using 

Young Voices songs within singing assemblies. 

• Increase the number of BASE music clubs available. 

• Review assembly music choices to expose children to a greater range of genres 

and artists.  

• Plan for the implementation of the new curriculum to ensure an engaging and 

inclusive music curriculum. 

Further information  

To supplement our offer in school, The Department for Education publishes a guide for 

parents and young people on how children can get involved in music in and out of 

school, and where they can go to for support beyond the school.  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/music-education-information-for-parents-and-young-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/music-education-information-for-parents-and-young-people

